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​Joint Side-event by the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States and EUROCLIMA:
Incorporating Indigenous and Local Knowledge into Climate Change Adaptation policies and practices in ACP regions
5th December, 2019 

10.00am - 11.30 am
EUROCLIMA PAVILION - Building 8 

IFEMA, COP25, Madrid
CONCEPT NOTE
Background

Climate change has been a challenge for many populations around the world for centuries. Like many traditional communities around the world, those of the ACP regions developed an extraordinarily broad range of knowledge about their environment and a variety of solutions “that have helped them to adapt their livelihoods to increasing uncertainty and risk. Traditional knowledge has proven to be compatible with scientific knowledge and, despite its local nature, it includes techniques that demonstrate great potential to meet the challenges of climate change expected over coming decades.  However, social exclusion, lack of information systems and inadequate protection from governments mean traditional/local knowledge is slowly being eroded”. 

From water management strategies to agricultural timing and production techniques, indigenous and local practices have much to contribute to climate change adaptation processes and should participate in national adaptation strategies design and implementation. According the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Indigenous and traditional knowledge represents a “major resource for adapting to climate change”, particularly because indigenous peoples care for around 80% of the world’s remaining biodiversity
. 
Through individual presentations, roundtable dialogue and interaction with the attendees, representatives from ACP governments, academic institutions, indigenous organizations and international partners will share their experiences, challenges and opportunities that the incorporation of traditional/local knowledge into climate change adaptation policy entails in each of their countries/regions. Special focus will be given to women-led climate solutions.  

In particular, the representative of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC)will share the  initiatives carried out  in the region to integrate traditional knowledge into policy and practice..  UNESCO will share the results of its Caribbean-wide workshop on mobilizing indigenous and local knowledge for climate resilience, which was held in Georgetown, Guyana in September 2019. UNESCO reflects on Caribbean potential for knowledge coproduction and policy uptake with its research programme running in Africa on the mobilization of Indigenous and Local Knowledge for the National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). Indigenous organizations will showcase best practices and challenges in ACP countries from a field perspective.
It is against this backdrop that the ACP Group of States, in collaboration with EUROCLIMA, is organizing a side-event during COP25.
Objectives 
The main objectives of the side-event are to:  

· Showcase a selection of traditional/local climate change solutions from across ACP countries with special focus on women-led solutions; 
· Engage in technical debates on challenges and best practices to successfully incorporating traditional/local knowledge and solutions into national climate change adaptation policy and practice, specially NAPs and NDCs;
· Identify gaps, needs and possible areas of support needed by ACP countries to incorporate traditional/local knowledge, in particular women-led solutions, into NAPs and NDCs.
Organisation and Speakers
The format of the event will be a round-table discussion and individual presentations.  Interactive discussions will take place with the assistance of a Moderator.
Suggestion for dress code: traditional attire. 
Opening Remarks: Mr. Olusola Ojo, Head of Delegation to COP 25, Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States
Welcoming Remarks: Mr. Horst Pilger, Head of Sector, DEVCO G2, European Commission (TBC)
Speakers and Moderator: 

Moderator: Dr. Pendo Maro, Team Leader Intra-ACP GCCA+ Programme

Speakers (TBC): 
· Representative from Africa 
· Mr. Carlos Fuller, International and Regional Liaison Officer, Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC)

· Representative from the Pacific 

· Prof Hassan O. Kaya, Director, DST-NRF Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
· Dr Nigel Crawhall, Chief of Section, Small Islands and Indigenous Knowledge, UNESCO
· Mr. Ghazali Ohorella, Co-Chair of the International Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC) 
· Closing Remarks:  ACP Secretariat 
Expected Outcome  

· Possible areas of support to ACP Member States for incorporation of traditional/local knowledge (in particular women-led solutions) into NAPs and NDCs.
AGENDA
	Time
	Description
	Speaker

	10.00
	Opening remarks
	Mr. Olusola Ojo, Head of Delegation to COP25, Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States

	10.05
	Welcoming Remarks
	Mr. Horst Pilger, Head of Sector, DEVCO G2, European Commission (TBC)

	10.10
	Setting the scene
	Mr. Ghazali Ohorella, Co-Chair of the International Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC) (TBC)

	10.20
	Gender-sensitive perspective on the indigenous knowledge - Climate change adaptation nexus (online video presentation)
	Prof. Hassan O. Kaya, Director, DST-NRF Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

	10.30
	Mobilization of Indigenous and Local Knowledge for National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
	Dr Nigel Crawhall, Chief of Section, Small Islands and Indigenous Knowledge, UNESCO

	10.40
	Experience in integrating traditional knowledge into policy and practice
	Representative from African member states (TBC)Mr. Carlos Fuller, International and Regional Liaison Officer, Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC)

Representative from Pacific member states (TBC)

	11.10
	Discussion 
	Dr. Pendo Maro, Team Leader Intra-ACP GCCA+ Programme

	11.25
	Closing remarks
	Representative from the ACP Secretariat

	11.30
	End


� http://ella.practicalaction.org/knowledge-brief/how-traditional-knowledge-and-technologies-are-contributing-to-climate-change-adaptation-in-latin-america-s-mountains/


� https://unfccc.int/news/countries-give-voice-to-indigenous-peoples-through-new-platform
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